William Steel Hodgson
June 1, 1934 - November 13, 2015

“I want to live to a ripe old age and enjoy every minute of it.” and until recently, Bill
Hodgson lived life to the fullest. On Friday, November 13th, at 5:09 p.m. William Steel
Hodgson (Bill) was surrounded by family when he lost his battle with Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson’s. Born on June 1, 1934 in Kendal, England, he was the only child of Sydney
and Sally Hodgson. Bill’s first love was education as he soon realized it was his ticket out
of Kendal. His childhood was spent reading about the world through his set of
encyclopedias. He graduated from Birmingham University in June of 1957 with a Ph.D. in
Chemical Engineering after receiving a full scholarship. His second love was cycling; an
avid member of the Kent Valley Cycling Club he won numerous races including a second
place finish in the Tour of Ireland. In his university days his summer holidays were spent
cycling in France and Switzerland, tackling many of the routes of the Tour de France.
Later in his 50’s he began competing in triathlons and competed in the World
Championship Triathlon in Avignon, France in 1989. He joined fellow cyclists and rode
from the Grand Canyon to the Mexican border. He continued cycling into his late 70’s
averaging over 100-150 miles per week. His greatest love was his family. He married his
beloved wife, Kate, in 1961 and lived an exciting life. Working for BP, they moved out to
Aden and began a life together of sailing and travel. In 1963, Bill left BP and the two of
them took their life savings and traveled the ruins of Egypt, Greece, and Italy for three
months before returning to England. In 1964 he started 26 years of working in sales for
Caltex Petroleum. Stationed in Bahrain, the two added Nikki and Simon to their family.
Caltex transferred the family to America in 1968. His love of his adopted country led him to
stay. Summers were spent traveling to the vast majority of the country’s national parks; the
Rockies and the southwestern areas being their favorites. Our strongest memories were
figuring out what state we were in while he performed puppet shows to make the driving
more tolerable. His position in Caltex had him traveling frequently to Japan, England, and
the Middle East. In 1989, Bill left Caltex and joined DCS and extended his travels to South
America, this time accompanied by Kate. In his later years, he devoted his time to his
family; weekends were spent enjoying his precious granddaughter, Julia, weekdays were
spent on his Catalina sailboat, the “Julia Tate” on Lake Grapevine. He and Kate spent
many vacations in Hawaii and Europe. Many happy hours were spent playing dress up

with Julia, learning the recorder, and swimming in the family pool. Upon retirement, Bill
spent his time cycling, gardening, and playing the piano. He loved to spin a tale of his
travels abroad. While Bill climbed up the outside of the great pyramid of Giza, walked
through the ruins of Greece and Rome, visited Machu Picchu, hiked the Grand Canyon,
visited the Taj Mahal, followed Hadrian’s Wall and went to Iguazu Falls.
He will best be remembered as a quiet, soft spoken, English gentleman, whose bright
smile, contagious laugh, and deep devotion to his wife and family will be his eternal
legacy. Bill made us all feel loved every day of our lives. For that, we are forever grateful.
Bill is survived by his beloved wife, Kathleen Margaret (Kate), his daughter, Nicola Jane,
(Nikki), his son, Simon Mark William, his daughter-in-law (and in heart) Laura, and his
granddaughter, Julia Tate, and his three much-loved granddogs; Lolo, Hally, and Sally. In
lieu of flowers, Bill would like you to donate to the Wounded Warriors Foundation, the
Alzheimer’s Foundation, or the Parkinson’s Foundation. His memorial service will be held
at the Flower Mound Family Funeral Home at 2 p.m. on Friday, November 20th.
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Comments

“

Sad to hear of Bill's passing. I rode many a Wednesday hooky day ride. I remember
thinking I want to ride like Bill. Loved to here his stories about cycling & camping with
his family. He will be missed.
Renee Massengill

Renee - November 19, 2015 at 07:33 PM

“

To Nikki and family: what a truly wonderful and blessed life your dad led. Our deepest
sympathy to you. Cherish beautiful memories. Skippy and Pete Delaney

Elinore Delaney - November 17, 2015 at 06:15 PM

“

6 files added to the album William Hodgson

Simon Hodgson - November 17, 2015 at 09:39 AM

“

Thanks for the many sailing and cycling memories.
Ralph Brescia

Ralph Brescia - November 17, 2015 at 09:29 AM

“

5 files added to the album New Album Name

Nikki Hodgson - November 16, 2015 at 07:40 PM

“

Richard & Patty Schulz lit a candle in memory of William Steel Hodgson

Richard & Patty Schulz - November 16, 2015 at 02:56 PM

“

We will truly miss Bill. He was a true gentleman, genuinely loved cycling and we are
so grateful for the many conversations that we shared on Saturday mornings in
Argyle at the coffee shop.
Richard & Patty Schulz

Richard & Patty Schulz - November 16, 2015 at 11:26 AM

“

With great sadness I learned of the passing of Bill Hodgson. Many of you who have
ridden in the area for a few years know Bill. For many years you couldn't go for a ride
in the area without meeting Bill somewhere on the ride. He was usually doing 80
miles or more. He loved doing long distances. For many years he was a fixture on
the Wednesday Hooky ride and even rode across Arizona with me once. He was a
great companion on those adventures. Tough, uncomplaining and with a great (very
British) capacity for understatement. The world is a poorer place without him in it.
Someday I hope to see him on the road and ride with him again. ben

Ben Hayes - November 16, 2015 at 11:04 AM

