Philip Lee "Phil" Hayes
January 2, 1929 - August 2, 2019

Philip Lee "Phil" Hayes has joined his sweetheart and wife of 66 years, Dotty Hayes, in
Heaven, after passing very peacefully Friday, August 2, 2019, at 9:55 p.m., at Vista Ridge
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Lewisville, TX. Dotty preceded Phil in her Heavenly
homecoming, April 8, 2019.
Phil was born January 2, 1929, in Harvey, Cook County, Illinois, to Betty Mitchell Hayes
and William Foster Hayes II. He grew up in Harvey, along with his two older brothers,
George and William Foster "Bill" Hayes III.
In his formative years Phil loved animals, especially the "creepy" kind. The empty fields
surrounding their home were filled with all sorts of little green snakes, and the little
charmer would often come home with his pockets full of 10 or 15 little slithering friends
only to have his adoring mother shoo him back outside to set them free, again. On one
particular automobile trip westward with the family, windows open to cool the car, 6-yearold Phil would catch flies as they flew in the windows. He would then remove their wings
and keep them for pets! At least three of them he named, "Roscoe Cedar, Roscoe Cedar
II and Roscoe Cedar III."
Throughout his life, Phil also loved dogs, paying special tribute to several of them in his
recent memoirs, "Dotty, The Spirit and Me." One particularly special canine not mentioned
there is an old German Shepherd he had as a boy, named General Balbo, whom he just
called "Bal".
Like his father and brothers before him, Phil was a gifted singer who not only graced the
Wildcat Glee Club of Thornton Township High School with his naturally pure, sweet voice,
but also joined his dad and brothers in beautiful 4-part harmony as he sang lead for a
number of years in their very talented quartet.
After high school, Phil went on to attend first DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana,
then Rollins College in Orlando, Florida, and finally, hot on the heels of a girl he was sweet

on who transferred from Rollins to the University of Kentucky, he graduated a Kentucky
Wildcat with a Bachelor of Science degree in Commerce. Also, a natural born salesman
who could sell ice to an Eskimo, Phil parlayed his finance degree into a very successful
sales career, first with World Book and Childcraft and later in the insurance business.
Having met his wife, Dotty, on a fortuitous blind date in 1952, Phil at age 40, walked away
from a lucrative sales career to enter full time Christian ministry with Dotty, spending the
next 30 years travelling the world together reaching the lost with the Gospel before settling
into their golden years to happily share the remainder of their 66-plus years together.
Along with a remarkable legacy of impeccable charm, razor sharp wit and charisma, and
the golden gift of gab, Philip Lee "Phil" Hayes, a wizard of words and storytelling leaves
behind his older, wiser brother Bill, four adoring children, Mitch, Dave, Amy and Steven,
10 grandchildren and 15 great grandchildren. And as big brother Bill lovingly remembers,
"It is flakes to you ... and nuts to you!"
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