Bruce A. Harris
October 4, 1945 - March 5, 2015

Bruce A. Harris, 69, of Lantana, Texas passed away suddenly on March 5, 2015. He was
born in Brooklyn, New York on October 4, 1945 to Shirley and Gasper Harris. He
graduated from Roosevelt High School in Yonkers, New York and Adelphi University in
Garden City, New York. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy at 17. Upon completion of his 4-year
commitment he joined the USN Reserve and served an additional 22 years, retiring as
Chief Petty Officer in 1989.
In 1966, he joined United Airlines as a reservations agent and spent 36 years in various
management positions. He was instrumental in the Pan Am buyout and negotiated
numerous codeshare agreements. His proudest achievement was that of creator and
cofounder of Star Alliance, while holding the positions of Director of Alliances with United
Airlines and Deputy CEO/Chief Administrative Officer of Star Alliance.
Bruce served in many community organizations throughout his life. While residing in
Hawthorn Woods, IL he served as a trustee for the Lake Zurich Rural Fire Protection
District and was a member of the Hawthorn Woods Planning, Building, and Zoning
Commission. He also acted as a Boy Scout leader for Troop 93 in Lake Zurich, IL.
In 2006, Bruce and his family moved to Lantana where he semi-retired. He enjoyed
playing golf and served on the Membership Committee and as a Board member of
Oakmont Country Club. His other interests included traveling the world with his wife,
gardening, reading, and enjoying a glass of wine at sunset.
Bruce was preceded in death by his father Gasper. He is survived by his wife of 32 years,
Gail, and his five children- Jennifer Hobock, Christine (Mark) Cuchiara, Douglas Harris,
Kimberly Harris, and Andrew (fiancée Julie) Harris. He is also survived by his mother,
Shirley Harris, sister Diane (Merrill) Conn, and brother Douglas (Darby) Harris. He was
blessed with five grandchildren- Jordan, Zachary, Kalie, Quintin, and Jacob.
The family requests that, in lieu of flowers, donations be made to the USO.

Events
MAR
11

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Flower Mound Family Funeral Home
3550 Firewheel Drive, Flower Mound, TX, US, 75028

MAR
12

Service

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Flower Mound Family Funeral Home
3550 Firewheel Drive, Flower Mound, TX, US, 75028

MAR
13

Graveside Service

09:30AM - 10:00AM

DFW National Cemetery
2000 Mountain Creek Parkway, Dallas, TX, US, 75211

Comments

“

One of the most influential people in my career with a personality impossible to
forget. He always talked about Gail and his family, on behalf of Kara and our family
our thoughts and prayers go out to Gail and the Harris family. Rest in Peace and God
Bless you Bruce.

Michael Rodyniuk - March 13, 2015 at 12:47 PM

“

Bruce offered me my first-ever corporate job after years of airports, and then
mentored me through the transition from that operational background to moving
about on the world stage, from karaoke in Tokyo to banquets in Guangzhou to my
first-ever "churrascaria" (on my first-ever "day trip" to Brazil). Without Bruce's
guidance my career would never have moved in all the directions it has over the last
19 years and I would never have traveled to all the countries I have, met all the
amazing people I've had the pleasure to work with and become friends with....or, by
extension...met my wife overseas. I continue to use a lot of Bruce-isms to this day,
and frequently credit him for knowledge and experience that I gained during my
years with him in Chicago. Thanks for everything, Bruce. You did a lot of good. Rest
in Peace, sir, and my most sincere condolences to your family.

Mike Purchon - March 13, 2015 at 10:41 AM

“

Bruce gave me a chance to escape from a boring Res job in South Bend, IN and join
his legendary Alliance team in our old head office in Elk Grove, IL. He shipped me off
to Australia to visit Ansett on my very first week on the job, I had never gone further
than Milwaukee, and I owe it to him and his passion for airlines if I have kept with this
industry for so long. He used to call me Charlie on account of Charlie Trotter, the
famous Chicago Chef, and nobody dared to correct him. He is missed and he will
always remain a Legend for so many of us that he helped get a start in the airline
business. My sincere condolences to his family.
Cliff Trotta

Cliff Trotta - March 12, 2015 at 03:17 PM

“

Bruce hired me in 1985, to work in a department called Interline Sales, the precursor
to United Express. I don’t need to duplicate some of the tributes on this page to his
successful career, they are all well documented and deserved. I always found Bruce,
under his sometimes crusty demeanor to be a gentle thoughtful human being.
Although he would sometimes raise his voice on work issues (he did to me a lot!!) it

was usually well deserved with a lesson attached. He was the type of guy, who on
my first day took me on a car tour of the old EXO area to show me good places to
live along with his favorite restaurants and parks, and he was always keen to show
me his “secret” shopping places in Asia. My heartfelt sympathies to his family—
Bruce, simply put was a great guy.
Barry Bergmann
Barry Bergmann - March 11, 2015 at 08:01 PM

“

Operations Specialist Chief Petty Officer Bruce Harris...invaluable shipmate, trusted
advisor and mentor, dedicated friend. It remains a rare and distinct honor to have
served with you, and to have had the benefit of your depth of knowledge, quick wit
and ever-present helping hand. You stood The Watch faithfully and well and are now
safely in Home Port. Rest in Peace, shipmate...secure in the knowledge that you
have left a lasting log entry within each of us. Until our course lines cross
again,.....Fair Winds and Following Seas.....
The Officers, Chief Petty Officers, and Men of
Naval Reserve Fleet Training Group Pearl Harbor Det. 113
1985-1989

Russ Talbot CDR USN (Ret). - March 11, 2015 at 07:39 PM

“

Bruce was a great neighbor who was always willing to lend a hand. Our community
has been fortunate to benefit from his "can do--will do" attitude. He will be greatly
missed. Our sincerest sympathies to the Harris family. Tom and Peg Cirigliano

Tom & Peg Cirigliano - March 11, 2015 at 06:07 PM

“

I worked with Bruce at United and as a member of the Star Alliance Sales Sounding
Board. Bruce's commitment to the vision and leadership navigated the Organization
through some "rough waters". He is missed.
Sincere sympathy to his family.

Joe Laughlin - March 11, 2015 at 05:00 PM

“

Bruce and I worked together at United, both involved in the early formative days of
the Star Alliance. Both being New Yorkers, we shared a bond from the beginning of
our friendship. Bruce was a gentleman; he welcomed me with all his heart when I
joined United in 1994. He stopped by often with ideas about our international flying

and how the Star Alliance could be better, and better serve its customers. We lost
touch for a while but reconnected recently.
Perhaps the best way to remember Bruce, his zest for life, his love of travel, his
continuous need to "improve things," and his love for his family, is through his own
words. These were written on December 30, 2014:
Hi Stu,
"Finally retired (3rd time) to our home in Dallas in 2010 after 6+ years in the
aftermarket airframe and engine business. Did a little consulting but am now focused
on travel, cruises and improving (?) golf game at our club (part of Club Corp) as well
as a position on the club Board of Governors which has kept me quite busy with a
large "re-invention" the club we are kicking off next month and will last through May.
Kimberly finished at UCSD, and her MBA in public health at GWU and is now
working in Virginia for Fairfax County but anxious to get back to the west coast.
Andrew is still in Texas, transferred out of SFA after two years and is now wrapping
up his undergrad work at North Texas.
Have kept in close contact with Friedel Roedig and Gail and I have traveled with he
and Renata quite a bit, next they visit us for a cruise out of Houston in March.
Please let me know if you ever get down to the Dallas area, would love to catch up
we are about 17 miles north of DFW, on the third hole at Lantana, and have a guest
room if you ever need it.
With best wishes for a happy, healthy and successful New Year!"
My most heartfelt condolences to Bruce's family.
Stuart Oran
,
Stuart Oran - March 11, 2015 at 04:30 PM

“

I cannot tell you how saddened to learn about Bruce's passing. During our parallel
careers at United Bruce and I often worked hand in glove with each other on so
many projects. Bruce was always the Go To Guy, getting the job accomplished and
always with a smile. My condolences to Gail, Bruce's family and all of us who knew
him as a colleague and good friend.
Steve Beatus

Steve Beatus - March 11, 2015 at 04:30 PM

“

I had the great pleasure to work with Bruce when he had the Interline Group and
then Star Alliance. The success of the largest and most widely known airline alliance
today is due in large part to Bruce's vision, persuasion, persistence and personal
rapport with the international partners. He loved that job and took pride in it's
evolution from the idea of 5 members covering the globe, to logos, to painted
airplanes, to shared services. Bruce always had a positive attitude and a belief that
anything could be done. My thoughts are with Gail and the family. Chris Bowers

Chris Bowers - March 11, 2015 at 03:11 PM

“

Bruce and I worked together in both New York and Chicago...he was a wonderful
person...with a great sense of humor...and I can picture his smile...he will be
missed...my sincere sympathy to his family..
Mark Liberman

Mark Liberman - March 11, 2015 at 02:21 PM

“

Bruce was a true gentleman and business professional. It was my privilege to call
him a colleague.
Paul Blackney

Paul Blackney - March 11, 2015 at 01:09 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Bruce quite a bit during my time at United. He was
what I like to call "one of the good guys." I appreciated his knowledge as well as his
wit.
My sincere condolences.
Pat Lilly

Pat Lilly - March 11, 2015 at 10:24 AM

“

What a shock!! Always looked forward to Bruce's wit. Rest in Peace my friend - we
will miss you
Marshall Troxell

Marshall Troxell - March 09, 2015 at 09:05 AM

“

So very sorry for your loss, Bruce was a smart, witty funny man, he will be missed.
Ken & Rosie Swanson

Ken & Rosie Swanson - March 08, 2015 at 01:42 PM

“

Ken & Rosie Swanson lit a candle in memory of Bruce A. Harris

Ken & Rosie Swanson - March 08, 2015 at 01:39 PM

